Candidate moves
Blunders and ovegsights
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Typical amateur
thinking process

» Picking a move and trying to prove it’sthe best, not picking the best move




And someti\mes...
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Better thinking
process | »




Candidate Moves

Treatment for oversights/
narrow-mindednels =

opportur’s

Slow down
Look for threat
Check before r







“Let us repeat once more the methods
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“(1) by careful

Ination of the

different types at y a clear _
understanding of their motive‘d their
JEININES

“(2) By memorisiilg a number of
outstanding Il as of com

b‘t .

| aglﬁatlo"

es




Hard moves to see
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John Nunn offers a short but helpful
list of ‘hard moves to see’ in his

Secrets of Practical Chess Sthey
include switchback moves, €ollinear
moves, and_hesitation movg
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Easy and hard moves to spot
« natural move e unnatural
(especially a recaptua

« seen it before .
« fits with general ru
(connect your Rooks,

novel
breaks the rules e.q.
undeveloping, abandoning

avoid doubled pawn castling
« keeps material b |
« on the side of the « on a distant or neglected

ard

that seems mo part of t@
actively contes . .
critical etc. . etc.[3]
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Hard moves for the rest of us to see!

« Long moves N
« backwards moves (|speC|aIIy when attacking)

e ntermezzi
« Creeping moves -
sacrifices.
e moves ~
able moves

« sacrifices in gene
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Tips for generating
relevant cah'didate moves
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Aagaard’s one tip and
three questions

oose between at
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« Always try

1. What are‘e eaknesses? =
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hat is. l . rsﬁ; piece
JI OV '_. 5



More tips @

« Be a scientist not a lawyer ou’re trying to find the best move amdng
alternatives, not to prove ox ove works. Look at all moves briefly at
the outset — you may hit on dg best move, or see an idea in the

akes a different move work

context of one variation t

« Use The process of elimin
hopeless, you can play the
in Chess for Tigers by Si

.g. if one method of escaping check is
native without hesifation — example

« Comparison method (t and is often

better than an alternative)

Doing the urgent firs

do you have
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ation Gj-_your curﬁr position

ou have consideréd so far - |f..|.t'.mat



More tips

Trying different move orde\

ide to play, or which suits your style
lly unpleasant for your opponent
on-forcing move that limits their
1219)

rete plans are be
by your oppon

« Which move is easier for youl
better, or which is psycholog*!é
(e.g. if they are short of tit
activity might make their

« A bird in the hand... Short
ones (which tend to get d
plans).

than longer, vaguer
ort concrete

ink of less
particularly their
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1 as'well as you, and consi
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and think of




More tips

« Aagaard Excelling at Chess Calculation
Chapter 2 =

 Aagaard Grand
Chapter 1

Preparation: Calculation
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